Virtual Field Trip: Hurricane Exploration
A virtual field trip is a field trip that uses the Internet instead of a bus to transport your students to an opportunity for real world learning. In fact, the Internet allows us to guide our students through places virtually that we could never visit due to cost, location, or time restraints. 
According to Kawka and Burgess (2001), in their book, V-Trip Travel Guide, "a V-trip is a pre-planned visit to a specific Internet destination to accomplish specific educational objectives" (p. 2), and these trips take almost as much planning and preparation as physical field trips. 
So, where do you go on V-trips? Some common trips include visits to: 
· NASA's Mars exploration program (http://mars.jpl.nasa.gov), 
· SeaWorld (http://www.seaworld.org), 
· zoos such as The Electronic Zoo (http://netvet.wustle.edu/e-zoo.htm) 
· museums, such as The Smithsonian (http://www.si.edu/) Check out the section for kids! 

· Statue of Liberty (http://www.ellisisland.org ) 
Or find others from these sites: 
· The Virtual Schoolhouse http://metalab.unc.edu/cisco/schoolhouse 
· Teachers Helping Teachers http://rite.ed.qut.edu.au/oz-teachernet/projects/otn-projects.html 
Study Guide for a Virtual Field Trip about Hurricanes (Grades 7-12)
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With the memories of Hurricane Lily fresh in our minds, we are going to investigate websites that allow us to learn about these huge storms called hurricanes. We will be using the Tramline Virtual Field Trip called “Hurricanes” to complete this exploration. You will be working in small groups on this adventure, but when our exploration is finished, you will be sharing the information you have gathered.
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Let’s begin. We will be exploring the Hurricane Virtual Field Trip located at http://www.field-guides.com/sci/hurricane/index.htm. Read the objectives before clicking on “Start Field Trip.”
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Read the welcome on slide #1 and then click on the right arrow to access slide #2 and the WW2010 University of Illinois website about hurricanes. Be sure to notice the image of the hurricane taken from above. Think about where the photographer for that image had to be!! How do you think that photo was taken? Write your answer here.
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While we are here, locate the information that describes the three components of a hurricane and list them by copying the text and pasting it here. Include any notes you feel will help you describe these parts of the hurricane to your group later.
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Let’s move on to slide #3 and access the USA today site on hurricanes. This site reports the current storm activity. What is current status of storms today? (Copy the text and paste it here)
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Find one picture of a hurricane in the photo gallery (scroll down the page to locate the photo gallery.) Describe what is in the picture and why you choose that photo. Copy and paste the URL here so others can access it later. Also, insert the picture here.
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Slide #4: Using the diagrams on the WW2010 University of Illinois Convection Processes page, insert the graphic that describes the steps in the development of a hurricane. 

When you have gathered this information, you might want to explore the other slides in the Virtual Field Trip! Write down 2 facts or ideas that you found interesting!  Be ready to share.
