“Once *hese yourth are on *the
streets, there are few legitimate
means of survivale Al¥hough some
+ryvarious kinds of delinquen?t
acrivity such as selling drugs,
stealing, and panhandling, one of
the mos+common means of
opbtraining funds is through
"survival" sex. Few young women
who are on +the sitreersfor any
period of +ime fail 40 pecome
involved and, al¥though vyoung
males have more options available
for survival, they +oo are likely o
become involved in hustling or
other forms of "survival" sexe.
Streetyouth often exchange
sexual ac¥ivity for food, shelrer,
drugs, or protection, from
someone who is olderand wore
streetwise (24).”

“THE PROBLEMS OF
HOMELESS AND
RUNAWAY YOUTH SHOULD
BE VIEWED AS A HUMAN
RIGHTS ISSUE WITH
ROOTS IN POVERTY AND
VICTIMIZATION. THESE
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE
OFTEN VICTIMIZED
WITHIN THE FAMILY AND
THEN EXPLOITED ON THE
STREET. EXPLOITATION,
VICTIMIZATION, AND
EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE
FURTHER INFRINGES ON
THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS.”
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“Theowaways." These are defined
as youth who have lef+r home
pbecause their parents have
abandonedthem, asked *rhem %o
leave, or subjected +hem %o
extreme levels of apuse or
neglect. Many in this group Mmay
have spent rime previously with
relatives or had periods of
residence in foster care.”

“Sysrems Youth. These children,
+Yhough similar in mos+ respects
+o runaways, frequently have
had norecent family contract
butr have been living in private
or puplic ins+iturions or foster
homes and have beenunable %o
+olerate their living situations.
They are generally not part of
Yhe growing numper of families
using shelrter services. They
have left +o pbecome par+ of
Yhe runaway supculrure. Many
have spent a large por+ion of
+heir lives in institutrional care
and they have frequently run
from +hese institutrions or
fostercare. The younger ones
are usually rerurned, butr by
Yhe time *hey are age 11 1o 12
years, wmos+ areunwilling %o
rerturn and remain on the
streets.”

“Runaways. Thesey, vyout+h leave
home because of proplems with
parents, such as neglect,
apuse, orserious conflicts. They
leave for long periods of ¥ime,
often progressing from repeat
runaway +o chronic runaway +o
street youtrh. The latter do no#t
return home a+ all, put live in
transitory housing, such
asfriends! apariments,
shelters, cheap hotels, or
apbandoned buildings ("squats").
These youth are usually +orally
on +heir own for +heir survival
and are frequent victims of rhe
violence and numerous dangers
of the streets.”




